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Group says man wrote ‘deceptive’
letter to EPA

Posted: Sunday, December 11, 2016 12:00 am

By Christopher James christopher.james@baytowsun.com | 0 comments

Members of the San Jacinto River Coalition were dismayed to find that Thomas Knickerbocker, who represents the
San Jacinto Citizens Against Pollution, falsely represented the coalition regarding the San Jacinto River Waste Pits.
On Friday, the coalition filed a formal complaint to the Environmental Protection Agency for the misrepresentation. 

“Mr. Knickerbocker actually represents a group that is taking public positions that are very inconsistent with those of
the San Jacinto River Coalition,” said San Jacinto River Coalition Director Jacquelyn Young. “Mr. Knickerbocker’s
deceptive letter appears to be submitted for the purpose of creating confusion, to our detriment.” 

In September, the EPA proposed its preferred remedy to remove 202,000 cubic yards of contaminated material from
the waste pits at a cost of nearly $97 million. Following the announcement, the EPA opened up a 60-day comment
period that gives the public an opportunity to submit remarks about its proposal. When the comment period
concludes, the EPA will then consider and address all comments received.     

But on Oct. 13, Knickerbocker sent a letter to the EPA requesting a 60-day extension to the comment period on
behalf of the San Jacinto River Coalition/KeepitCapped.org (two organizations with two completely different ideals).  

Knickerbocker has since said it was an honest mistake. 

“We just had a typo in there calling it river coalition instead when it was (supposed to be) San Jacinto Citizens
Against Pollution,” said Knickerbocker, who has since sent the EPA a correction. “It’s just a typo error that we’ve
corrected.” 

However, Young and the San Jacinto River Coalition are not buying it. 

“This letter is not a harmless error,” Young said. “This appears to be intentional. Mr. Knickerbocker uses the full
name of our organization and states his representation in the first line of the letter, and later signs letter as ‘Attorney
for San Jacinto River Coalition.’ The letter states that it is a ‘revised request’ indicating that this isn’t a quick first
draft.” 

Nevertheless, the EPA granted a 45-day extension at the request of the San Jacinto Citizens Against Pollution that
Highlands citizens and the coalition describe as a grave disregard for public health and the environment. 

In the coalition’s letter to the EPA, Young is requesting that the EPA explicitly and publicly state what action it is
taking with respect to Knickerbockers letter due to its fraudulent content. 

The EPA could not say on Friday what actions, if any, would be taken. 

In addition to the San Jacinto River Coalitions formal complaint, Attorney Rodrigo Cantu will also be submitting the
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1
Keep it Clean.
Please avoid obscene, vulgar,
lewd, racist or sexually-
oriented language. PLEASE
TURN OFF YOUR CAPS
LOCK.

2
Don't Threaten.
Threats of harming another
person will not be tolerated.

3
Be Truthful.
Don't knowingly lie about
anyone or anything.

4
Be Nice.
No racism, sexism or any sort
of -ism that is degrading to
another person.

5
Be Proactive.
Use the 'Report' link on each
comment to let us know of
abusive posts.

6
Share with Us.
We'd love to hear eyewitness
acounts, the history behind an
article.

EPA formal complaints on behalf of his clients. 

The 14-acre waste pits, which are located just north of the Interstate 10 bridge between Channelview and Highlands,
were created in the mid-1960s to dispose of paper mill waste from Champion Paper Mill in Pasadena. 

The waste contains mercury, PCBs, furans and cancer-causing dioxin. Once the pits were filled to capacity they
were abandoned; and like the rest of the surrounding area the pits subsided and the waste was exposed to the
waters and sediments of the San Jacinto River for decades.  

In 2008, the pits were discovered and placed on the National Priorities List. In 2011, the responsible parties —
International Paper and McGinnes Industrial Maintenance Corporation — completed construction of an armored cap
to temporarily address the release of dioxin into the San Jacinto River. 

As part of the Superfund process, the EPA will be accepting comments until Jan. 12. 

Comments can be submitted online, email or U.S. Mail.  

• Online: www.epa.gov/tx/forms/sjrwp-comments

• Email: R6_San_Jacinto_Waste_Pits_Comments@epa.gov

• U.S. Mail: Remedial Project Manager, U.S, EPA Region 6 (6SF-RA), 1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200, Dallas, Texas
75202-2733.

 For more information visit https://www.epa.gov/tx/sjrwp.  

Posted in News on Sunday, December 11, 2016 12:00 am.

Rules of Conduct

Recommend 0 Share

We're always interested in hearing
about news in our community. Let us
know what's going on!

Submit news

Most Popular Stocks

Stories

Photos

Videos

Sign up for our
e-Mail Lists

News Updates

Would you like to receive our daily
news? Signup today!

Manage Your Lists

Earnhardt says health top priority as he
prepares for return

Dec. 9, 2016 2:57 PM EST

NASCAR star Earnhardt cleared to race
again after concussion

Dec. 8, 2016 11:31 AM EST

http://baytownsun.com/local/article_3b95b540-bf4b-11e6-a376-bfdb67b542f1.html
http://baytownsun.com/local/article_3b95b540-bf4b-11e6-a376-bfdb67b542f1.html
http://baytownsun.com/obituaries/article_a6f7d43c-bd78-11e6-9a1f-c75c07048d67.html
http://baytownsun.com/obituaries/article_6439931a-bc01-11e6-99b5-a3f1065f7709.html
http://baytownsun.com/obituaries/article_9dd75f6e-bbff-11e6-9963-e743bedb4b7c.html
http://baytownsun.com/news/article_8eee31ae-bc30-11e6-b4cc-eb073e8e4fe1.html
http://baytownsun.com/sun_weekly_survey
http://baytownsun.com/local/poll_fe7be2aa-bfaf-11e6-9fd4-7f302767ae4e.html
http://baytownsun.com/local/poll_fe7be2aa-bfaf-11e6-9fd4-7f302767ae4e.html
http://racing.ap.org/baytownsun
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fbaytownsun.com%2Fnews%2Farticle_a5711840-bfa7-11e6-98f4-438be070aaf2.html&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&related=tweetmeme%2Ctownnews&text=Group%20says%20man%20wrote%20%E2%80%98deceptive%E2%80%99%20letter%20to%20EPA&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbaytownsun.com%2Fnews%2Farticle_a5711840-bfa7-11e6-98f4-438be070aaf2.html%23.WE63z6pYlU0.twitter&via=tweetmeme
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fbaytownsun.com%2Fnews%2Farticle_a5711840-bfa7-11e6-98f4-438be070aaf2.html&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&related=tweetmeme%2Ctownnews&text=Group%20says%20man%20wrote%20%E2%80%98deceptive%E2%80%99%20letter%20to%20EPA&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbaytownsun.com%2Fnews%2Farticle_a5711840-bfa7-11e6-98f4-438be070aaf2.html%23.WE63z6pYlU0.twitter&via=tweetmeme
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fbaytownsun.com%2Fnews%2Farticle_a5711840-bfa7-11e6-98f4-438be070aaf2.html&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&related=tweetmeme%2Ctownnews&text=Group%20says%20man%20wrote%20%E2%80%98deceptive%E2%80%99%20letter%20to%20EPA&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbaytownsun.com%2Fnews%2Farticle_a5711840-bfa7-11e6-98f4-438be070aaf2.html%23.WE63z6pYlU0.twitter&via=tweetmeme
http://baytownsun.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://baytownsun.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://baytownsun.com/news/article_a5711840-bfa7-11e6-98f4-438be070aaf2.html?mode=print
http://baytownsun.com/news/article_883bd772-bf3b-11e6-b25c-3fa753d1c855.html
http://baytownsun.com/news/article_20eabd9e-bfa5-11e6-8143-338f9b174eb9.html
http://baytownsun.com/news/article_9e361ab8-bfa6-11e6-8524-b7e71cb3fd5c.html
http://baytownsun.com/local/article_3b95b540-bf4b-11e6-a376-bfdb67b542f1.html
http://baytownsun.com/news/article_5bf3a8a8-bfa8-11e6-94b2-633eb527d97c.html
http://baytownsun.com/news/article_5bf3a8a8-bfa8-11e6-94b2-633eb527d97c.html
http://baytownsun.com/local/article_3b95b540-bf4b-11e6-a376-bfdb67b542f1.html
http://baytownsun.com/obituaries/article_a6f7d43c-bd78-11e6-9a1f-c75c07048d67.html
http://baytownsun.com/obituaries/article_6439931a-bc01-11e6-99b5-a3f1065f7709.html
http://baytownsun.com/obituaries/article_9dd75f6e-bbff-11e6-9963-e743bedb4b7c.html
http://baytownsun.com/news/article_8eee31ae-bc30-11e6-b4cc-eb073e8e4fe1.html
http://www.epa.gov/tx/forms/sjrwp-comments
mailto:R6_San_Jacinto_Waste_Pits_Comments@epa.gov
https://www.epa.gov/tx/sjrwp
http://baytownsun.com/news
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fbaytownsun.com%2Fnews%2Farticle_a5711840-bfa7-11e6-98f4-438be070aaf2.html&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=like&app_id=154556984575732
http://baytownsun.com/site/forms/online_services/submit_news
http://baytownsun.com/site/forms/online_services/submit_news
http://baytownsun.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://baytownsun.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://baytownsun.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://baytownsun.com/users/admin/mailinglist
http://baytownsun.com/users/admin/mailinglist
http://racing.ap.org/baytownsun/article/earnhardt-says-health-top-priority-he-prepares-return
http://racing.ap.org/baytownsun/article/nascar-star-earnhardt-cleared-race-again-after-concussion
http://racing.ap.org/baytownsun/article/earnhardt-says-health-top-priority-he-prepares-return
http://racing.ap.org/baytownsun/article/earnhardt-says-health-top-priority-he-prepares-return
http://racing.ap.org/baytownsun/article/nascar-star-earnhardt-cleared-race-again-after-concussion
http://racing.ap.org/baytownsun/article/nascar-star-earnhardt-cleared-race-again-after-concussion


Sections
Home
News
Sports
Opinion
Lifestyle
Communit ies
Obituaries
Photos
Videos
Weather

Services
About Us
Place An Ad
Home Delivery
Subscription Services
Submission Forms
Site Index
Add Search Toolbar
Newsstand Locations

Contact us
The Baytown Sun

Baytown Sun
Phone number: (281) 422-8302
E-mail:
customerservice@baytownsun.com
Address: 1301 Memorial Drive
Baytown, TX 77520

 All 
 News 
 Sports 
 Lifestyle 

 Communit ies 
 Opinion 
 Photo Galleries 
 Video 

Search

 

Search in:

© Copyright 2016, BaytownSun.com, Baytown, TX | Terms of Use 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

Print comments

Share on FacebookShare on Twitter

Remediation
   

More...

 

Dale Earnhardt Jr. reflects on long
concussion recovery

Dec. 3, 2016 10:40 AM EST

Johnson, Stewart, Earnhardt honored as
NASCAR closes 2016

Dec. 3, 2016 12:19 AM EST

NASCAR hopes sponsor Monster attracts needed
younger fans

Dec. 2, 2016 3:12 PM EST

Advertisement

Calendar

December 2016

    1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

http://baytownsun.com/
http://baytownsun.com/news/
http://baytownsun.com/sports/
http://baytownsun.com/opinion/
http://baytownsun.com/lifestyle/
http://baytownsun.com/communities/
http://baytownsun.com/obituaries/
http://baytownsun.com/multimedia/photos/
http://baytownsun.com/multimedia/videos/
http://baytownsun.com/weather/
http://baytownsun.com/site/about/
http://baytownsun.com/site/forms/online_services/classified/
http://baytownsun.com/site/forms/subscription_services/subscribe/
http://baytownsun.com/site/services/
http://baytownsun.com/site/forms/
http://baytownsun.com/site/site_index/
javascript:window.external.AddSearchProvider('http://baytownsun.com/search/opensearch/generic.xml');
http://baytownsun.com/site/newsstand_locations/
http://baytownsun.com/
mailto:customerservice@baytownsun.com
http://baytownsun.com/
http://baytownsun.com/site/terms/
http://baytownsun.com/news/article_a5711840-bfa7-11e6-98f4-438be070aaf2.html?mode=print-comments
http://baytownsun.com/users/profile/Remediation
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://racing.ap.org/baytownsun/article/dale-earnhardt-jr-reflects-long-concussion-recovery
http://racing.ap.org/baytownsun/article/johnson-stewart-earnhardt-honored-nascar-closes-2016
http://racing.ap.org/baytownsun/article/dale-earnhardt-jr-reflects-long-concussion-recovery
http://racing.ap.org/baytownsun/article/dale-earnhardt-jr-reflects-long-concussion-recovery
http://racing.ap.org/baytownsun/article/johnson-stewart-earnhardt-honored-nascar-closes-2016
http://racing.ap.org/baytownsun/article/johnson-stewart-earnhardt-honored-nascar-closes-2016
http://racing.ap.org/baytownsun/article/nascar-hopes-sponsor-monster-attracts-needed-younger-fans
http://racing.ap.org/baytownsun/article/nascar-hopes-sponsor-monster-attracts-needed-younger-fans
http://optimized-by.rubiconproject.com/t/8607/13939/79690-15.4080886.4468932?url=https%3A%2F%2Fitunes.apple.com%2Fapp%2Fapple-store%2Fid364677107%3Fpt%3D9141%26ct%3DIntAds%26mt%3D8
http://baytownsun.com/calendar


http://sninews.com/

	baytownsun.com
	Group says man wrote ‘deceptive’ letter to EPA - BaytownSun.com: News


	hmNC00MzhiZTA3MGFhZjIuaHRtbAA=: 
	form3: 
	q: 
	input7: 
	input1: all
	input7_(1): news*
	input13: sports*
	input19: lifestyle*
	input1_(1): communities*
	input7_(1)_(2): opinion*
	input13_(1): image OR collection
	input19_(1): video OR vmix OR youtube
	q_(1): 
	input9: 


	05MD9BY3JvYmF0V2ViQ2FwVElEMgA=: 
	form0: 
	button3: 


	05MD9BY3JvYmF0V2ViQ2FwVElEMgA=: 
	button0: 

	05MD9BY3JvYmF0V2ViQ2FwVElENQA=: 
	form0: 
	button3: 


	05MD9BY3JvYmF0V2ViQ2FwVElENQA=: 
	button0: 

	hmNC00MzhiZTA3MGFhZjIuaHRtbAA=: 
	form1: 
	input1: 
	input3: 
	input0: 
	comment: Begin typing here...


	hmNC00MzhiZTA3MGFhZjIuaHRtbAA=: 
	form7: 
	input5: 


	barcode: *9840421*
	barcodetext: 9840421


